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Call for Proposals 2026/ Deadline: 13 May 2026

Research Award

Motto: Bold ideas for science

The Executive Board grants a research award to scientists
with the aim of promoting and supporting extraordinary,
non-mainstream research projects. The aspect of inter-
disciplinarity is given special consideration. A funding
amount of 140,000 euros awaits you, which you can use
flexibly for your project over a period of 1.5 years.

Dr. Anke Backer | Tel.: 05251 60-2563 | e-Mail: backer@zv.upb.de
Katharina Patz | Tel.: 05251 60-5216 | e-Mall: katharina.patz@zv.upb.de
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Application form: Paderborn University Research Award
“Bold Ideas for Science”

Committee for Research and Junior Academics

Applicant(s)/
Project team

Position/ Title/
Remuneration group

Contact details

phone (UPB-intern)/
e-Mail/

Room-No.

Faculty and Department

Application date

Name of the
research project

Requested amount of
funding (€)

Attachments:
1. Introduction of persons involved/contributors and their main areas of work/expertise
2. Short CV (max. 2 pages), including information about your position at the institute and listing up to ten
selected publications (if applicable, short CVs of co-applicants)
3. Doctoral degree certificate of Young Scientists
4. Project outline (max. 76 lines)
5. Cost plan / information on the planned use of funds (max. 1 page)
6. Declaration of consent to data processing (originally signed by applicants and co-applicants)

Signature of Applicant(s)/ Project team

FP Application form - FK-Office - February 2025
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Research Award 2026:
Bold Ideas for Science

General information

The University Executive Board grants a research award to scientists with the aim of promoting and supporting
extraordinary, non-mainstream research projects. The aspect of interdisciplinarity is given special considera-
tion.

Scope of award and funding

What?
Support and promotion of extraordinary, non-mainstream research projects with visionary ideas, bold hy-
potheses, creative and unconventional technologies or innovative and courageous methods

Who?
Scientists or project teams who are qualified for independent research (postdoc level and higher, active inte-
gration into Paderborn University is required)

How much?
140,000 EUR is provided for a period of 1.5 years

What for?
Flexible use of the funds (general expenses, material costs, travel expenses, personnel costs — however not to
finance the applicant’s own position)

When?
Annual call for applications, deadline: 13-05-2026

How?
a) Completed application form (http://www.uni-paderborn.de/zv/formulare/)
b) Introductory profiles of the researchers involved and their research focus areas
¢) Short CV (max. 2 pages), including information about your position at the institute and listing up to ten
selected publications (if applicable, short CVs of co-applicants)
d) Doctoral degree certificate of Young Scientists
e) Project outline (max. 76 lines)
f) Cost plan / information on the planned use of funds (max. 1 page)
g) Declaration of consent to data processing (originally signed by the applicants and co-applicants)

Where?
Submit application to the Committees Head Office, Ms. Patz, Section 2/ Unit 2.2, in electronic form (1 PDF
file)

Please also note the guidelines of the research award, in particular also the formal requirements of the ap-
plication (font, font size, page and line numbers). These can be found on the website of the Committee for
Research and Junior Academics at https://www.uni-paderborn.de/en/research/fk/foerderprogramme.
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Applications from female scientists are particularly welcome, as women have been significantly underrepre-
sented in recent years.

The Committee for Research and Junior Academics conducts the academic review and evaluation on the basis
of the submitted documents. This year's presentation date as part of the selection process is 14 July 2026,

so please make a note of this date now.

After the end of funding, your project must be presented a. o. to the Research Committee and the University
Executive Board in the form of a presentation (30 minutes) at the Year 2028.

Contact persons in section 2:
Dr. Anke Backer B2.232, phone +49 (0)5251 60-2563; email: backer@zv.uni-paderborn.de

Katharina Patz  B2.336, phone +49 (0)5251 60-5216; email: katharina.patz@zv.uni-paderborn.de

Late or incomplete application documents cannot be considered.

Paderborn, 03 March 2026
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Guideline Paderborn University Research Award: Bold Ideas for
Science

1. The Concept

Extraordinary research projects (with an interdisciplinary approach) that feature visionary ideas, bold hypoth-
eses, creative and unconventional technologies or innovative and courageous methods outside the main-
stream should be given the opportunity to be realised. In the process, the most innovative approaches, ways
of thinking, mindsets and methods from various disciplines should be taken into account. We are looking for
projects that are completely new and unusual and might challenge currently accepted knowledge and exper-
tise. Funding is provided for an initial project phase with the aim of examining and testing out this idea more
closely. If the project fails or is not feasible, an explanation of the obstacles that hindered it is the desired
result. It is only the innovative and bold research idea that counts.

2. Applicants/ Project Team

The following formal requirements must be met and apply to co-applicants as well.
— Completed doctoral degree or higher academic qualification (you must be qualified for independent
research)
— You must have a verifiable employment contract with UPB
— Active involvement in research and teaching is required

3. Funding

— The amount of the funding is 140,000 EUR
— The duration of the funding period is max. 18 months.
— One project will be supported each year.
— The funds can be used flexibly for all material and personnel costs incurred, but the funds must ex-
plicitly and demonstrably serve the purpose of achieving the research objective, e.g.:
« Involvement of cooperation partners from the academic/scientific community (in Germany and
other countries)
« Research stays at other institutions
« Invitations to visiting scholars/researchers
« Workshops or project meetings
The funding cannot be used to finance the applicant’'s own position. The funds must be spent
within the 18-month funding period. Otherwise, unused funds will revert to the research reserve.
— Only one idea/project outline per person/project team can be submitted during each application pe-
riod.
— ldeas that have already been rejected cannot be presented again, generally not in a modified or re-
vised form either.

4. Formatting Specifications
The application documents should be submitted as follows:

Page format A4, font Arial, font size 11 point, line spacing no less than 1.2,
page margin “normal”

FP 2026 Guideline - FK-Office - Marz 2026 1
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5. Application Documents

The following documents must be submitted:
a) Completed application form (https://www.uni-paderborn.de/en/zv/formulare)
b) Introductory profiles of the researchers involved and their research focus areas
c) Short CV (max. 2 pages), including information about your position at the institute and listing up to
ten selected publications (if applicable, short CVs of co-applicants)
d) Doctoral degree certificate of Young Scientists
e) Project outline (max. 76 lines)
f) Cost plan / information on the planned use of funds (see information in Section 3; max. 1 page)
g) Declaration of consent to data processing (originally signed by applicants and co-applicants)

The application must be submitted to the Committees Head Office, Section 2/ Unit 2.2, in electronic form
(1 PDF file).

Use the following structure for your Project outline (max. 76 lines):

1. Idea: Describe your research idea, highlighting the unique, bold aspects and unusual methods
(max. 20 lines)
2. Objective: Describe the specific desired objective (max. 3 lines)

Methods: Outline the methods you intend to use to make the concept a success (max. 20 lines)

4. Prospects of success: Describe the expected gain in knowledge and insights weighed against the
possible risks (max. 10 lines)

5. Relevance to the research award: Why should Paderborn University consider your research idea?
In particular, also describe why your project has an interdisciplinary nature. Explain the value and
importance of your research project for the academic/scientific community (20 lines)

6. Summary: What makes your project special, and a more bold one, in comparison to others, and
why will the findings enrich academia/science if it is successful (max. 3 lines)?

w

6. Application Dates and Deadlines

The current application dates and deadlines are announced on the website of the Committee for Research
and Junior Academics (FK) and can also be found in the current call for applications. The plan is to award the
prize on an annual basis.

7. Selection and Evaluation Process

The selection takes place in two consecutive FK meetings (1% session: preliminary selection based on the
application documents; 2™ session: invitation of up to 3 candidates to present the research project). All pro-
gramme requirements as well as the merit and coherence of the idea/project outline are considered in the
preliminary selection.
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8. Award Ceremony and Presentation

A quick project start is essential. The award itself is presented during Paderborn University’s New Year's re-
ception. About two years after being granted the award, the award winners will be invited to a public university
presentation, where they will present their results in the form of a presentation (30 minutes), regardless of
whether the project is successful, fails or is not feasible. The aim is to further develop the “Paderborn University
Research Award” funding initiative based on the experiences of the funded project participants. The winners
will be notified of the date of the presentation 4 months in advance.

Contact persons in Section 2:

Dr. Anke Backer, Room: B2.232, phone: +49 5251 60-2563, e-Mail: Backer@zv.uni-paderborn.de

Katharina Patz, Room: B2.336, phone: +49 5251 60-5216, e-Mail: Katharina.Patz@zv.uni-paderborn.de
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Information on the processing of your personal data within the
scope of the award of a research prize pursuant to Article 13 of the
General Data Protection Regulation (GDPR)

This data protection notice describes how your personal data is processed within the scope of the award of a
research prize by Paderborn University. By issuing this data protection notice, Paderborn University is com-
plying with its duty to provide information pursuant to Article 13 of the EU General Data Protection Regulation
(GDPR). With regard to the terms used in the following, e.g. “personal data”, “processing”, “controller” etc.,
please refer to the definitions in Article 4 of the GDPR.

1. Names and contact details

The entity responsible for processing your personal data (the “controller”) within the scope of the award of a
research prize is Paderborn University, a legal corporation under public law funded by the German state of
North Rhine-Westphalia. Paderborn University is represented by the President.

1.1 Name and contact details of the controller

Paderborn University

Warburger Str. 100

33098 Paderborn, Germany

Tel.: +49 5251 60-0

Website: https://www.uni-paderborn.de

1.2 Contact details of the Data Protection Officer

The Data Protection Officer of Paderborn University can be contacted at the Controller’s postal address
specified above (see Section 1.1) or using the following contact details:

E-mail: datenschutz@uni-paderborn.de
Tel.: +49 5251 60-4444
Website: https://www.uni-paderborn.de/datenschutz/

2. Data categories, purposes and legal bases with regard to the processing of
your personal data

Within the scope of the award of a research prize, Paderborn University will process the following personal
data on you for the following purposes and on the following legal bases:

. Application, selection and administration

« Name (first name and surname), including name affixes
(e.g. post-nominals, any title(s))

« Date of birth

» Contact details

« Position/title

« Pay scale/salary group

« Faculty, institute, department

« Doctoral degree certificate (for early-career researchers and junior academics)

« List of publications

« Curriculum vitae

+ Research focus areas

* Project outline

« Budget plan

03032026_FP_Data protection information and Declaration of Consent_V_1_0 1
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Il. For budgeting and payment purposes
« Internal billing object
lll. For enquiries and advice (contact management)

« Name (first name and surname), including name affixes
(e.g. post-nominals, any title(s))
« E-mail address(es)
+ Tel. no./nos
« Faculty, institute, department
« Any other personal data that may result from enquiries and advice

IV. Making and/or publication of recordings and/or publication of other personal data

 If appl. taking and publication of photographs and videos, and, where applicable in
connection with this, publication of first name and surname, including name affixes
(e.g. post-nominals, any title(s)), as well as other personal data (details about the re-
search project within the scope of the research prize, faculty, funding period) on the
Paderborn University website and in Paderborn University press releases Where appli-
cable, publications on official Paderborn University social media channels, such as Fa-
cebook, Instagram and YouTube, to the extent specified above

« If appl. publications on the official social media channels of Paderborn University
such as Facebook, Instagram, and YouTube, to the extent mentioned above.

V. Statistical analysis

« Anonymised data from |.

The purpose of the processing of your personal data is the selection and, if applicable, the awarding of a
research prize, including processing and presentation of results, to reward outstanding research projects with
bold ideas for science.

The legal basis for the processing of your personal data in the context of the application procedure or the
application, the counselling and in the event of any publication (e.g. naming and/or image recording, etc.) is
your consent in accordance with Art. 6 para. 1 subpara. 1 lit. a) DS-GVO (if applicable, Art. 88 DS-GVO in
conjunction with § 18 para. 1 DSG-NRW); if applicable, Art. 9 para. 2 lit. a) DS-GVO, if the subject of the above-
mentioned data processing is sensitive data pursuant to Art. 9 para. 1 DS-GVO (e.g. health data in the curric-
ulum vitae) (preparation of the recording(s)) and

according to Art. 6 para. 1 subpara. 1 lit. a) DS-GVO (if applicable Art. 88 DS-GVO in conjunction with § 18
para. 1 DSG NRW) or § 22 KUG (use of the recording(s)).

The processing of the above-mentioned further personal data is also based on Art. 6 para. 1 UAbs. 1 lit. a)
DS-GVO (if applicable Art. 88 DS-GVO in conjunction with § 18 para. 1 DSG NRW).

The processing of your personal data within the scope of prize award administration and for statistical anal-
yses, for example, is necessary for the performance of tasks by Paderborn University in the public interest. The
legal basis here is Article 6, Para. 1 (1) e), Para. 3 (1) b) of the GDPR in conjunction with § 3, Para. 1 of the
North Rhine-Westphalia Data Protection Act (DSG NRW) in conjunction with § 3, Para. 1 of the North Rhine-
Westphalia Higher Education Act (HG NRW) in conjunction with the current valid version of Paderborn Uni-
versity's guidelines on the award of research prizes; where applicable, Article 9, Para. 2 a) of the GDPR, where
sensitive data is (has) to be taken into account in accordance with Article 9, Para. 1 of the GDPR for the award
of the research prize.

03032026_FP_Data protection information and Declaration of Consent_V_1_0
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3. Transfer of your personal data

Your personal data, which will be processed by Paderborn University within the scope of the award of a re-
search prize, will in principle not be transferred to any third parties without your consent and subject to the
transmission of data described below. In individual cases, data may also be transferred in compliance with a
legal requirement. Where (technical) service providers have access to personal data, this access will be regu-
lated on the basis of an arrangement pursuant to Article 28 of the GDPR. For data that is processed jointly
with other data controllers, this joint processing will, where required, be regulated on the basis of an arrange-
ment pursuant to Article 26 of the GDPR.

In principle, no personal data will be transferred to countries outside the European Economic Area (EEA) and
associated countries (no “third country transfer”).

Your recording(s) will also be used for the following social media channels of Paderborn University:

 Facebook/ Facebook data policy: https://www.facebook.com/about/privacy/

« Instagram/ Privacy policy of Instagram:
https://help.instagram.com/519522125107875/?maybe redirect pol=0

* YouTube/ Privacy policy of YouTube: https://policies.google.com/privacy

Important note if your personal data is made available online:

Paderborn University hereby draws attention to the fact that if your personal data is published online, it will
be possible for any person worldwide to access this personal data — for example with the help of search
engines (e.g. Google). It will thereby be possible for personality profiles to be created (profiling), by linking
this data with other data about you that is available online. Your data may also be used in this way by third
parties for other purposes beyond the control of Paderborn University. Search engine archiving functions (see
e.g. www.archive.org) allow such data to be accessed even when the information has already been removed
from or edited on the Paderborn University website. With the publication of your personal data online, data
may also be transferred to countries outside the EU and may be stored and used there for unknown purposes.
It may be the case that the relevant data protection laws or regulations, or the application of these, have a
lower level of protection in the recipient country than in the EU and that you will not be able to assert your
rights there.

4. Duration of storage of your personal data

If and to the extent that the processing of your personal data is based on your consent, your data will be
stored only until you withdraw your consent, unless there is another legal basis for processing (Article 17,
Para. 1 b) of the GDPR).

The personal data of applicants for a research prize whose application is not approved will be erased/de-
stroyed in accordance with data protection law at the latest six months after the application process has been
completed.

Basic data concerning the research prize applicant, research prize winner, project team, faculty, research pro-
ject and details on the selection decision will be stored in the selection committee’s records for 10 years and
then erased. Where appropriate, documents will be transferred to the University Archives and generally stored
there indefinitely. All other data of research prize winners whose application is approved will be erased/de-
stroyed one year after the funding period has ended.

The names of the research prize winners, details about their research project and a laudation of the awarded
project will be published on Paderborn University’s website permanently or until such consent is revoked.

03032026_FP_Data protection information and Declaration of Consent_V_1_0
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5. Your rights as a data subject

As a data subject, you may assert the rights granted to you by the GDPR at any time; these are:

 The right to know if and what personal data concerning you is being processed, in accordance with
Article 15 of the GDPR, § 12 of the DSG NRW

 The right to have any inaccurate personal data concerning you rectified or incomplete personal data
completed, in accordance with Article 16 of the GDPR

« The right to have your personal data erased, in accordance with Article 17 of the GDPR, § 10 of the
DSG NRW

« The right to restrict the processing of your data, in accordance with Article 18 of the GDPR

 The right to receive the personal data concerning you, in accordance with Article 20 of the GDPR

6. Right to withdraw your consent and to object to the processing of your
personal data

Any consent that may have been granted can be revoked (withdrawn) in whole or in part at any time without
providing a reason. The withdrawal of consent shall not affect the lawfulness of processing based on the
consent before its withdrawal (Article 7, Para. 3 of the GDPR). Consequently, Paderborn University will no
longer be permitted to process your data on the basis of this consent in the future and must erase your
personal data, unless there is another legal basis for processing (Article 17, Para. 1 b) of the GDPR). If you wish
to withdraw your consent in whole or in part, please contact the relevant contact person for the research prize
advertisement or send an e-mail to: datenschutz@uni-paderborn.de. In the event that you withdraw your
consent to the processing of your personal data during the research prize application process, it will no longer
be possible to consider you in the award process. In the event of a revocation of your declaration of consent
for recordings and/or publications (of data on) your person, active participation in the award ceremony (as
an award winner) is not possible in the case of an award.

In accordance with Article 21 of the GDPR, you have the right to object, on grounds relating to your particular
situation, at any time to the processing of personal data concerning you which is collected on the basis of
Article 6, Para. 1 (1) (e) of the GDPR. The right to object pursuant to Article 21 of the GDPR vis-a-vis a public-
sector body does not apply where there is a compelling public interest for processing that overrides the
interests of the data subject concerned or if a legal provision requires processing (§ 14 of the DSG NRW). If
you wish to exercise your right to object pursuant to Article 21 of the GDPR, please contact the relevant
contact person for the research prize advertisement or send an e-mail to: datenschutz@uni-paderborn.de. In
the event that you object to the processing of your personal data within the scope of research prize award
administration, the research prize for which you have applied may no longer be awarded.

7. Right to lodge a complaint

In addition to the aforementioned rights, you also have the right to lodge a complaint with a data protection
supervisory authority (Article 77 of the GDPR) if you consider that the processing of personal data relating to
you infringes these data protection requirements; for example the State Commissioner for Data Protection
and Freedom of Information in North Rhine-Westphalia, which is responsible for overseeing Paderborn Uni-
versity: Landesbeauftragte fiir Datenschutz und Informationsfreiheit Nordrhein-Westfalen, Kavalleriestr. 2-4,
40213 Duesseldorf, Germany; Tel.: +49 211 38424-0, E-mail: poststelle@Idi.nrw.de

8. Validity of the data protection notice

Paderborn University reserves the right to amend this data protection notice in order to revise it in compliance
with any changes in relevant laws or regulations or to better serve your needs. The valid and applicable version
of this data protection notice is the latest version published by Paderborn University. Please therefore note
the current version number of the data protection notice.
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Paderborn University
Section 2 / Unit 2.2
Katharina Patz

Warburger StraBe 100
33098 Paderborn, Germany

Declaration of Consent — Paderborn University research prize

First name, surname:

Date of birth:

Department/Faculty:

By signing this form,

[ I hereby give my consent pursuant to Art. 6 para. 1 subpara. 1 lit. a) of the German Data Protection
Regulation (DS-GVO) that my personal data provided during the application process and submitted
by me to the Paderborn University may be processed by the Paderborn University for the purpose of
awarding the prize (including contact management). If my details contain sensitive data according to
Art. 9 (1) DS-GVO (e.g. health data in the curriculum vitae), | expressly consent to the processing of
these data for the purpose of awarding the prize according to Art. 9 (2) lit. a) DS-GVO. Note: Sensitive
data is not actively requested by the Paderborn University.

[] Iconsentin accordance with Art. 6 para. 1 UAbs. 1 lit. a) DS-GVO that in case of an award the following
personal data of mine will be published by the Paderborn University in the context of public relations:

(Selection optional):

A Publication with and without photographs

[] Taking of photographs of me in connection with the prize award ceremony and the public
presentation of the results to the university as well as publication of these photographs on
the Paderborn University website and in Paderborn University press releases

[JPublication of other information about me (first name and surname, including name affixes,
faculty, details about the research project within the scope of the research prize, funding
period) with reference to the prize award ceremony on the Paderborn University website and
in Paderborn University press releases

[ Taking of photographs of me in connection with the prize award ceremony and the public
presentation of the results to the university as well as publication of these photographs on
official Paderborn University social media channels (Facebook, Instagram and YouTube)

[JPublication of other information about me (first name and surname, including name affixes,
faculty, details about the research project within the scope of the research prize, funding
period) with reference to the prize award ceremony on official Paderborn University social
media channels (Facebook, Instagram and YouTube)

03032026_FP_Data protection information and Declaration of Consent_V_1_0 5
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B Publication with and without videos

[JTaking of videos of me in connection with the prize award ceremony and the public presen-
tation of the results to the university as well as publication of these videos on the Paderborn
University website and in Paderborn University press releases

[] Publication of other information about me (first name and surname, including name affixes,
faculty, details about the research project within the scope of the research prize, funding
period) with reference to the prize award ceremony on the Paderborn University website and
in Paderborn University press releases

[JTaking of videos of me in connection with the prize award ceremony and the public presen-
tation of the results to the university as well as publication of these videos on official Pader-
born University social media channels (Facebook, Instagram and YouTube)

[J Publication of other information about me (first name and surname, including name affixes,
faculty, details about the research project within the scope of the research prize, funding
period) with reference to the prize award ceremony on official Paderborn University social
media channels (Facebook, Instagram and YouTube)

C Content for publication in the “New Year’'s Reception” brochure

[JPublication of a photograph and short resume provided by me, my first name and surname,
including name affixes (e.g. post-nominals, any title(s)), as well as other information about
me (faculty, details about the awarded research project in the form of a laudation) for pubili-
cation in Paderborn University's “New Year's Reception” brochure.

By signing this form, | hereby confirm

 The accuracy and completeness of the information provided by me in my research prize application
and the authenticity of all data transmitted in both digital and paper form. | am aware that if any in-
formation is incorrect or inaccurate, funding may be revoked and any funds already received subject
to repayment.

« That | have received and have read and understood the information sheet on the processing of my
personal data pursuant to Article 13 of the GDPR within the scope of the award of a research prize.

 That | have read and accept Paderborn University's guidelines on the award of research prizes [ver-
sion dated March 2026].

Your consent to the processing of personal data in the above stages is voluntary. You have the right to with-
draw your consent, in whole or in part, at any time, without giving a reason. The withdrawal of consent shall
not affect the lawfulness of processing based on the consent before its withdrawal (Article 7, Para. 3 of the
GDPR). Consequently, your data will no longer be processed on the basis of this consent in the future and
your personal data must be erased, unless there is another legal basis for processing (Article 17, Para. 1 b) of
the GDPR). If you wish to withdraw your consent in whole or in part, please contact the relevant contact
person for the research prize advertisement or send an e-mail to datenschutz@uni-paderborn.de.

Please note:

Without confirmation of the accuracy and completeness as well as without a declaration of consent to the
processing of your personal data, participation in the award procedure for a research award is not possible.

In the event of a revocation of your declaration of consent with regard to the processing of your personal
data in the context of the application procedure or the application for a research award, you will no longer

03032026_FP_Data protection information and Declaration of Consent_V_1_0
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and/or publications (of data relating to) you, in the case of an award, active participation in the award cere-
mony (as an award winner) and in the public presentation of results at the university is no longer possible.

Place, date

Signature Applicant

03032026_FP_Data protection information and Declaration of Consent_V_1_0 7
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